
“The Big One”
February 2020

A Fishy Plot
Directions: The action of a story is called the plot. Many plots start with a problem or issue. The issue gets 
more complicated until it reaches a climax, or turning point—usually the most dramatic part of the story. 
The result of the climax follows, then the conclusion. Fill in each block in the pyramid below to identify the 
plot parts of “The Big One.” Use the prompts to help you.

Plot

1

1. Opening 
Action

What did Joe do 
“one day last year”? 
What problem does 
he have after that?  
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2. Rising Action
Where does Joe go? 
With whom? What 

happens there for the 
first several hours? 

3. Climax
What exciting event 

suddenly occurs?

4. Falling Action
What is the result 

of the exciting 
event? How does it 

affect Joe?

5. Conclusion
What happens 

at the very end? 
How does it solve 

Joe’s problem?

Name: ____________________________________________   Date: ________________
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